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Ina famous Speech of King Henry the VIII. 


In theParliament Houſc /5 cezb. 24. intl:e 37th year of his Reign, Anno Dom. 1 545 
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Lthough my Civacellor for the time being, hath before. this-time uſed 
very eloquently and tubitantially to make anſwer to ſuch Orations as 
have been {:: iorrh in this high Court of Parliament, yet is he not fo. 
able to open and (ut forth my mind and meaning, and the ſecrets of my 

heart in fo plain aud ample manner as I my ſelf am and can do. : 

Wherefore I taking upon me to an{wer your eloquentOration, Mr.Speaker, ſay, 

That where you n the name of our welbeioved Commons, have borh praiſed and 

extolled me tor rhe notable qualities that you have conceived to be in me, I moſt 

heartily thank you all thar you have par me in remembrance of my duty, which 
is to ende2vour iny iclfts obcain and get tuch excellent qualities, and neceſſary 


_ verfrues 2» 4 £112 or Governour inould or ought to have, of which giſts Irecog- 


nizemy |: {2.3 bare and barren, but of fuch ſmall qualities as God hath endow- _ 
ed mee vii, 1 rencer to is Coodneſs my moſt humble thanks, intending with 
allmy wir 4: | .24.:4ence to get and acquire to me ſuch Noble Vertues and Prince- 
Jy Qualitic . +. yo ave alledged to be incorporate in my perſon. 


Theſ? thei; ior your loving admonition and good counſel firſt remembred, I 
eftſoones r!-ioK you a Jin, becaule that you conſidering Our great charges ( not 


for Our ple«inre, bur tor your defence, not far Our gain, bur to our great coſt) 


which We have lateiy fultained, as well in defence of Our and your enemies, as 


| for the conquelt of rhat fortreſs which was to this Realm moſt difpleaſant and 


noyſome, and {hall be by Gods zrace hereafter to our Nation moſt profitable and 
pleaſant, have freeiy vi your own minds granted to Us a certain Subſidy here in 
an Att {pecived, wich verily we take in good part, regarding more your kind- 


_ neſs then rhe proit thereof, as he that ſetteth more by your loving hearts, then by 


your ſubſtance. | 

Belides this tearty kindnels, I cannot a little rejoice when I conſider the perfe& 
truſt and ſure confidence which jou have put in Me, as men having undoubted” 
hope, and untained belief in my good doings, and juſt proceedings for you, with- 
put any deſire or requeit, hays cominitted to mine order and diſpoſition all Chaun- 
treys, Colledges, Hoſpitals, and other places ſpecified ina-certain AR, firml y trtiſt= 
ing that Iwiil order them to the glory ot Zod,and rhe profit of theCommon-wealth: .' 


_ . Surely it I contrary to your expettation,ſhould {uifer the Miniſters oftheChurch 


to decay, or Learning (which 1s ſo greara jewel)to be mini;hed, or poor and miſe- 
rable pe>ple to be unrelteved, you might ſay chat TI being put in ſo ſpecial a truſt 
as I am 1n this caſe, were no trutty friend to you, nor charitable man to any poor 
Chriſtian, neither a lover of the Publick-wealth, nor yet one that feared God, to 
whom account mult be rendred of all our doings. Doubt not I pray you, but 
your expeCtation ſhall be ſerved more godly and goodly then you will wiſh or 

deſire, as hereafter you ſhall plainly perceive. 
Now fincelI find ſuch kindneſs on your part toward me, I cannot chuſe but 
love and favour you, affirming that no Prince in the world more favoureth his 
ſubjetts then I do you, nor no ſubjetts or Commons more love and obey their So- 
veraign Lord then I perceive you do me, for whole defence my treaſure ſhall not 
be hidden, nor if neceſſity require my perſon ſhall not be unadventured : yet al- 
though I with you, and you with me, be in this perfe@ love and concord, this 
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fricndly amity cannot continue, 2xcept you my Lords Temporal, and you my 
Lords Syiritual, and you my loving Subjects, ftudy and take pains to atnend one 
thing which ſurely is amiis, and tar out of Irder, tov the which moſt heartily 
require you, which is, ThatCharity andConcord 15 not amongtt you, bur Diſcord 
and Diſſention bearerh rule 1n every place. 

Saint Pal faith in the. Corinthians, and 1D the 13 Chapter, Charity gentle, 
Charity is not envious, Charity 15 not proud, and {9 forth in the ſaid Chapter : 
Behold then what charity and love 15 amongſt you, when one calicth the other 


- 


Heretick and Anabaptiit, and he calleth him again Papiſt, Hypocrite and Pliari- 
ſee ! Be theſe rokens of charity among{t you ? Are thele ſigns of fraternal-loye be. 
tween you * No, no, I aſlure you that ch1s lack of charity among your ſelves, will 
be the hindrance and a{waging of the lervent love between us, as I {aid betore. cx. 
cept this wound be falved and cicarly made whole. = 

I muſt needs judg the fault and occation 0! this diicord to be partly by Neg. 
gence of you the Fathers and Preachers of the Spirituality, for it T knuw a man 
which liveth in adultery, I muſt judge him a lecnerous and carnal perion ; it I fee 
a man boalt and brag l1mlelt, I cannot but deem hima proud min. I've hore dats 
ly char you of the Clergy preach one againlt another, teach ope cnn; ry tO 310. 
another, inveigh one againlt another, without charity or diicror,; 1, $01 te {6 
ſtiFin their old Mumpſimus,others be io bulie and envious in their 11 , Ear; my- 
(mus. Thus all menalmolt be 1n variety and diſcord, and jew or none C:cach. 
truly and ſincerely the word of God, according as they ought to do. — 
Shall I judge you charitable perſons doing thus ? No, no, I can.:ot dr fo; alas 
| how can the poor ſouls livein'concord, when you Preachers ſow amonott rhem 
n your Sermons debate and diſcord * Of you they lovis for light, an: you bring 
them to darkneſs. Amend theſe crimes I exhort you, and fir forth Gods word 
both by true preaching and good example giving, or elſe I who Gol hath q Ne 
pointed his Vicar and high Miniſter here, will ſee theſe Givitions extintt, and 
_ theſe enormities corrected according to my very duty, or elle I am an unproti- 
table Servant, and an untrue Officer. | , 
Although I fay rheSpiritual men he in ſome fault, that charity is not kept a- 
mongſt you, yet you of the Temporality benot clean and unſpotted of malice and 
envy, for you rail on Biſhops, ſpeak flanderoufly of Prieſts, and rebuke and taunt 
Preachers, both contrary to good order, and Chriſtian traternity : It yon know. 
| ſurely that a Biſhop or Preachererreth, or teacheth perverſe doctrine, come and 
declare it to ſome of our Council, or to us, to whom is committed by God the 
high authority to reform and order ſuch cau'ics and behaviours, and be not judgcs 
your ſelves of your own Phantaſtical Opinions, and vain Expoſitions, tor in tuch 
high cauſes ye may lightly err. 
> And although you be permitted to read holy Scripture, and to have the word 
of God in Your mother tongue, you mult underitand rhat it is licenſed you ſo to 
do, .only toentorm your own conlcience,and to inſtruct your children and family, 
and not to diſpute and make Scripture a railing and taunting ſtock againſt Prieſts 
and Preachers (as many light perſons do) I am very ſorry to know and hear how 
unreverently that moſt precious jewel the word of God is diſputed, rimed, {ung 
and jangled in every Alehouſe and Tavern, contrary to the true meaning arid 


Doftrine of the ſame, - 
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And yet Iam even as much ſorry that the Readers of the ſame follow it in doing fo faintly 
and coldly ; for ofthis I am ſure;that charity was never fo faint amongſt you, 2nd vertrous and 
godly living was never leſs uſed, nor God him{e!lf amongſt Chriſtians never lefs reveren- 
ced; honoured and ſerved, Thereforel ſaid before, be jn charity one with another, like bro- 
ther and brother; love,dreadand fear God;(to the which las your ſupream head and Soveraign 
Lordexhort and require you) and then I doubt nor but that love and league that I ſpake of in 
the beginning ſhall never be diſſolved or broken between us. 

.. Andco the making of Laws which be now made and concluded, I exhort you the makers to 
be as diligent in putting them in execution, as you were in making and furthering the ſame, 
or Elſe your labour ſhall be 1n vain, and your Common-wealth nothing relieved. Now to 
ye tr Petition concerning our Royal Aſſent to be given to ſuch Acts as have paſſed toth Houſes, 

They ſhall te read openly, that ye may hear them. 


a FSI - | —_ 


LONDON, Printed by George Larkin in Scalding-Alley 7 the Poultry. 


